
Dr. Wee shares her top 3  
most personal artworks:

1 Lineage 34 because of what it represents. 
It is also the largest installation piece  

I have created to date. It took 3 months to finish.

2Bird Vase Sol not only because it is my 
signature work, but also because it 

has represented Singapore in numerous 
international ceramic art competitions.

3My Family Portrait (in my personal 
collection, not in the exhibition). It is the 

only figurative piece I’ve ever made. About 
eight years ago, I had finished making some 
work and had some leftover pieces of clay 
slabs. In minutes, I created this sculpture. At 
that time, I didn’t really know where it came 
from because it is unlike any work I’ve made. 
It was only about a year later that I found a 
photo from my childhood that looks just like 
the sculpture. I realised then that it doesn’t 
matter how long I’ve been away from 
Singapore, or where I am, or what I do, I carry 
the people I love in my heart wherever I go.

To view more of Dr. Wee Hong-Ling’s work,  
visit www.ceramicus.com. ‘No Place Like Home’ 
at The Chapel Gallery, Sculpture Square, ran until 
August 2011. The exhibition was organised by 
Sculpture Square in collaboration with Dream 
Interiors & Artitude, was sponsored by Rendezvous 
Hotels, Intercontinental Singapore, Fumichem  
Pte Ltd and TestTAkers, and was supported by  
the National Arts Council (NAC). 
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The New York-based NASA 
research fellow-turned sculpture 
artist was recently in town to 
showcase her latest collection as 
part of the ‘No Place Like Home’ 
exhibition at Sculpture Square, 
and opens up to us about her 
love for ceramic.

How did you discover your calling  
as a ceramic artist?
Eleven years ago, I stumbled upon clay and my life 
took a drastic turn. At that time, I was doing a Ph.D. 
and an American friend said to me, “Hong Ling, 
you’re too focused on your research – you should 
do something fun and have a more balanced life.” 
I said I didn’t want any distractions and wanted to 
get my Ph.D. in the shortest time possible. Instead 
of listening to my reason, this friend signed me 
up for a Beginners’ Pottery class as a present. I fell 
in love with working with clay right away. I didn’t 
have a strong prior interest in it. In fact, I had 
always thought that I wasn’t artistic or creative.

It was around 2003 that I decided to move 
from being a hobbyist to an artist. It became 
clear to me when I noticed that I couldn’t wait 
to get up in the morning to go to the studio to 
make ceramics. Even though I was good at my 
research, I’d never gotten out of bed to rush to 
the research lab, to turn on all the high-speed 
computers and analyse more satellite images.

You’ve been based in New York for almost a 
decade – how much has Singapore changed?
Yes, I’ve been in the US for 19 years.  
The Singapore today is so modern and new.  

10 MINUTES WITH… 

The Singapore I knew was one that was 
constantly problem-solving, trying to figure 
out its place in the world, experimenting 
with different policies to see what is best 
for the country, learning from more affluent 
countries like Japan and the US, and life 
was simpler back then. Having the MRT was 
exciting – it was progress for the nation.  
Ha – I sound ancient!

I get inspired by… travelling off the beaten 
path. It is in learning about history and seeing 
and experiencing different cultures, peoples 
and places that I have found the vault  
of inspiration.

I would love to work with… Richard Serra. 
His large-scale assemblies of sheet metal make 
my knees go weak.

If I had to create just one sculpture to 
represent Singapore today, it would be… 
a modern, minimalist Urban Still Life installation. 
I envision a group of tall, vertical structures of 
various heights, to invoke the abstract expression 
of a cluster of people. The sculpture will 
symbolise individuality and diversity in a group, 
as well as some degree of social cohesion and 
shared values.

A Singaporean designer to look out for… 
Dream Interiors, a “home-grown” furniture 
company. I think they have an excellent eye for 
style and interior design. I feel that my philosophy 
and theirs are aligned in terms of turning 
“homeward” to accent our living spaces with 
beauty, to raise our quality of life. 

The best thing about being an artist… is to 
be able to do what I love and share my vision of 

beauty with others.

DR. WEE 
HONG-LING

Buzzstop: design & the arts

Family Portrait

Lineage 34 

Bird Vase Sol
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