
FORT WORTH, TEXAS

A MAN who was the
first to receive a
full-face transplant
in the Uni ted

States got married last Satur-
day at the same Fort Worth
church where a near-fatal elec-
trical accident melted away his
face, The Dallas Morning News
reported.

Mr Dallas Wiens, 27, wed
Ms Jamie Nash, 29, in a cere-
mony attended by about 150
people last Saturday.

Mr Wiens was painting the
Ridglea Baptist Church in No-
vember 2008 when his head
touched a power line. He was
blinded and suffered facial inju-
ries.

In 2011, he underwent a full
facial transplant at Brigham
and Women’s Hospital in Bos-
ton.

Ms Nash is also a burn victim.

Her arms and back were se-
verely burned during a car
crash in 2010.

She now speaks about
the dangers of texting while

driving.
The couple met at a support

group for burn victims at Park-
land Memorial Hospital.

This is the second marriage
for both. Mr Wiens has a
five-year-old daughter while
Ms Nash has two children,
aged six and 10.

US face-transplant man weds

Singaporean Nasa scientist-
turned-ceramic artist Wee
Hong Ling, 44, was among
nine female expatriates
honoured early last month
by The Society of Foreign
Consuls for the difference
they made in the New York
community.

Dr Wee, who is based in
New York, got an award for
her achievement and
contribution to community
empowerment.

Other honorees included
a pianist from Uruguay
and the chairman of a
charitable organisation
from Uzbekistan.

My Paper caught up with
Dr Wee on her accolade.

What do you hope to do,
now that you’ve received this
award?
We’ve seen lots of examples of indivi-
duals who pursued what they love and
the global impact of their work: Steve
Jobs with computers, Walt Disney with
animation, Jimmy Choo with shoes, and
so on.

I hope to inspire others to step out of
their comfort zone. You never know what
new experiences can do for you, just like
what clay did for me.

Have you ever regretted
giving up such a prestigious
career in Nasa for the arts?
No. Even though I was good at research,
I never woke up in the morning wanting
to rush into the lab to turn on more
computers and do more research.
With clay, it is different – I can’t wait to
get to the studio to create and there aren’t
enough hours in a day to work.

What’s your next project?
Following a showcase at last year’s
Olympic Games in London with
Singaporean photographer Yap Lay Bee,
we have been invited by The Arts House
to bring our joint exhibition, called
Sojourn, “home” to Singapore. We are
very honoured by the invitation.

This exhibition comprises my ceramic
sculptures and Lay Bee’s monochrome
photographs to form an impression
collage of our exploration of new places.

GWENDOLYN NG

Sojourn will be held at The Arts
House from Thursday to April 21
(except on Sundays). Admission is
free.
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Power line: 电力线 
diàn lì xiàn 

Facial transplant: 面部移植 
miàn bù yí zhí

Burn victim: 烧伤患者 
shāo shāng huàn zhě

Marriage: 婚姻 hūn yīn 

NEWLYWEDS: Mr Dallas Wiens and Ms Jamie Nash dancing last Saturday.
They met at a support group for burn victims. PHOTO: IAN C. BATES/AP
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